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Response to Comments

5 Lujan, and then after that, Ted Logan.
PH-FO019 ¢ MR. DENNIS LUJAN: Thank you for coming to
7 Fresno. 1I'm here representing the City of the Selma,
8 Fowler and Kingsburg. We're three small cities just
9 about 15 miles south of Fresno, and the plans that we
10 have seen indicate that high-speed rail line through our
11 respective communities, through Selma, which is in the
12 middle of those three cities, it would be going through
13 Kingsburg and Fowler, which is totally unacceptable.
14 And we, as three communities, are in one accord when
15 we're here to beg you not to do anything with those
16 three cities unless you're going to channel the rail
17 lines through our three communities.
18 I think it would be devastating to the
19 economies of the communities and the three mayors
20 representing our constituents are in agreement that what
21 it would do to our downtowns, which aren't that big to PH-F019-1
22 begin with, would be to destroy them with the amount of
23 land that would have to be taken, especially when it's
24 going through those other two communities.
25 I don't know if you're familiar with the
0050
1 Central Valley and those three communities right there,
2 but I would like you to study up on it. I know Fran
3 knows what I'm talking about. It's very important to us
4 that those lines don't go through our communities. And
5 Selma is in agreement that it should be above ground.
6 That's -- do you have any questions?
7 CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: No.
8 MR. DENNIS LUJAN: The City manager from
9 Kingsburg is sitting here, and he's representing the
10 mayor there, and we have talked about this and we've had
11 our own small meetings in the three communities, and
12 we're here to hopefully persuade you to either go
13 channel through those three communities or send the
14 high-speed rail line through the Burlington line, which
15 I think would be closer to Hanford. You have two
16 options here.
17 CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: Are you going to
18 submit written comments?
19 MR. DENNIS LUJAN: Yeah. We'll do that.
20 CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: Thank you very
21 much.
22 MS. FRAN FLOREZ: I just want to clarify
23 something earlier. Last week I was at a mayor's
24 conference and spoke with three mayors and encouraged
25 them to come and make their comments known to the rest
0051
1 of the board so that we could get those comments in the
2 record, and they will be, I believe, submitting some
3 written comments as well.
4 Thank you for coming.
5 CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: Ted Hogan then
6 Mr. Loren Harding.
PH-F020 ~ MR. TED HOGAN: My name is Ted Hogan. I
8 represent the Yosemite Valley Railroad Project that PH-F020-1
9 we've been working on for the past 14, 15 years.
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PH-F021

10 Basically, concept is to build a rail line with Castle

11 Aviation Development Center, the short line to the new

12 UC campus in Merced and eventually to Yosemite National

i3 Park.

14 It's imperative, in my view, that the best

15 infrastructure for a high-speed rail would be Merced PH-F020-1
16 Castle Aviation Development Center, not only for the cont.
17 space. It's already available. It would interlink with

18 our particular project in the future, and I think that,

19 more importantly, of all the sites in California to
20 start a hub, this particular place has the land to land
21 any size airplane in the world at this base. And for
22 the future rail transportation infrastructure, this

23 would be an ideal location, Merced Castle Air Base.

24 Thank you.

25 CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: Thank you.

0052

1 Loren Harding, followed by Alan Miller.

2 MR. LOREN HARDING: My name is Loren Harding.

3 I'm a resident of Fresno. I moved here from Santa Clara

4 in 2000, and I was shocked to learn of the 15 percent or

5 so unemployment in this area having coming from the Bay

6 Area.

7 My comments -- these first comments, and I'1ll

8 be very brief -- are really more directed at the

9 citizens of Fresno. Mr. Diridon told me outside that

10 you folks can't proselytize regarding economic benefits PH-F021-1
11 for Fresno high-speed rail, so to me, it's apparent that

12 if it were bullt, people could live here, work in the

13 Bay Area or Los Angeles or they could live in the Bay

14 Area or Los Angeles and work here, along with all the

15 other advantages of high~speed rail. So I think it

16 would be a huge economic benefit to Fresno.

17 Right now, public safety alone, police and fire

18 are taking 75 percent of the general fund of Fresno, so

19 the City government is sort of frantic, where are we
20 going to get the money just for police and fire? It
21 will soon be 100 percent of our general fund. So I
22 think we're in desperate need of economic development,

23 and I think high-speed rail would help that.
24 Regarding the Altmont Pass route, Mr. Diridon
25 was telling me these points: It would require

0053

1 additional time to the Bay Area from Fresno north,

2 looping around through the Altmont Pass, and then down

3  into Unlon City. You would then have slower service PH-F021-2
4 within the Bay Area, San Francisco, Redwood City, San

5 Jose to Union City. No service at all -- this is the

6 big one in my mind -- no service at all between Redwood

7 City and San Jose. The entire Silicon Valley would be

8 cut out by the Altmont Pass route and finally a bridge

9 across the bay.

10 The question in my mind is, is it contemplated

11 that high-speed rail would include light freight

12 service? In other words, cars that could carry light PH-F021-3
13 freight in addition to passengers? Because I think if

14 it did, you would win more support from industry.
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PH-F022

15 Silicon Valley could move computer chips down here on

16 high-speed rail. I think that would garner support from
17  Silicon Valley. PH-F021-3

y

18 And finally, what can the public do to support cont.
19 high-speed rail? To whom should we be sending e-mails?
20 Anybody in here know?

21 MR. ROD DIRIDON: The answer is, yes, in regard
22 to the freight. High value, low bulk freight like
23 parcel post and US mail and those kinds of things would
24 be carried, it could be carried. And the place to send
25 your cards and letters is to the High-Speed Rail

0054

1 Authority office in Sacramento, and that's in the

2 printed material that noticed the meeting today. And

3 it's also on the tables out front. Thank you.

4 And also, of course, to the legislature, to the
5 transportation.

© CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: Mr. Alan Miller.
7 MR. ALAN MILLER: Hi. My name is Alan Miller.
8 I'm the executive director of the Train Rider's

9 Association of California for a statewide

10 citizen's log.

11 There has been a lot of talk about just how

12 much noise does a high speed train make at full speed,
13 and I think it's important that we actually find that

14 out. However, I do at least have something anecdotal

15 here. That is an actual Eurostar train going 172 miles
16 an hour. How would those of you who live in the Valley
17 like to hear that 136 times a day going through your

18 downtown? I'm talking to cities like Selma, Coxcoran,
19 Shafter, Visalia, Kingsburg, Wasco, Hanford. I could
z0 make a dozen others.
21 The High-Speed Rail Authority initially said
22 the west of 99 alternative was the best back in 1999, PH-F022-1
23 and that it was two billion dollars cheaper. In fact
24 the words, "significantly cheaper,” was underlined in
25 one of the reports. After the so-called scoping

0055

1 hearings, they said that environmentalists and Valley

2 interests indicated that they preferred using the

3 existing right-of-way. Those of you who were at the

4 scoping meetings, did you understand the actual

5 implications, such as the enabling legislation for the

6 high-speed train say there can only be 18 stations in

7 the entire state of California? So only the largest San
8 Joaquin Valley cities can possibly be served.

9 The 2000 business plan calls for 136 through

10 trains through the Central Valley. That is one train

11 every eight minutes for 20 hours a day. The enabling

12 legislation also calls for two hour and 47 minute SF/LA
13 times for the express trains which require 220 mile an
14 hour speeds in the San Joaquin Valley. Existing

15 right-of-way means that your town is now the express

16 track with no service. Even Fresno is only served by 58
17 trains leaving 76 trains blasting through. If the

18 states can't only afford to spend the 770 million to

19 build the express track outside.
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E Now, the old way of looking at this is, very
21 simply, this is the express track. 1It's straight. You
22 come off. You serve the San Joaquin line and the large
£2 -ities and come back on to the line. Now, they have

24 turned everything upside down. The express tracks are
25 now the bumps. The straight line is the slow track

through the cities. That's the current plan.
Does it make sense to have the express track be
3 long#r where it takes longer? The shortest distance
4 between any two points is a straight line. Those of you
in tnese.towns have only one chance. Reads the plan
& the track passed out. Educate yourselves and your PH-F022-1
“-ilow city representatives. Unite and demand the cont.
c23t-.£-99 plan be read. They will say, We cannot
ravisit this. They will say, It will delay the project
10 which will cost more money. They will say, It was
w’2cted by the Valley itself. They will say that the
es have not been decided between the two existing
ights-of-way. That is what they do.
If you're in Atwater, they will come and tell
vou that, We have a route that goes through the
s untzins that goes through your town and then we can
vour maintenance facility. But, if you're talking
znvironmentalists in the Bay Area, they will tell you
EE -- in fact, Mr. Diridon will tell you that he is a
iuong-time member of the Sierra Club and would really not
;  to see that route used and will do everything
cssible to make sure that it isn't.
; No. Do not stop this project. High-speed rail
is great for California. Do not make that mistake.
Just stop the destruction of your towns because of a bad

[ T )

U s 0N e

[ T S RN
P N P

b

N

23

3]
i L

<N
A

[ow)
[

pian. Otherwise, what you will hear is this 137 times a
day.

CHATIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: Sounds a little
bit like water on a seashore. Thank you very much.

That's all.

MR. ROD DIRIDON: Mr. Chairman, may I comment?

For those of you who are in the audience, and
maybe this is your first time to see this carnival,
please look at the qualifications in terms of high-speed
vail, international engineering qualifications of the
fwlks who are proposing that sequence of activities or
ideas or concepts, and then look at the gqualifications

W0 = OY N W N R

.t Y

Lt et beed
[

of the engineering organizations that are recommending
the material that is coming from the High-Speed Rail
Board after spending over 30 million dollars in studies,
and then decide which you like the best.

CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH PETRILLO: These are all the
signed up speakers that we have today, but we are
scheduled to be here until later. There will be someone
from the staff here until 7:00 -- 8:00 to receive any
additional comments that you may have.

Thank you all very much for coming.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
)  ss.
COUNTY OF FRESNO )

I, Erika Banuelcs, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter for the State of California, hereby certify
that I was present and reported in stenotypy all the
proceedings in the foregoing-entitled matter; and I
further certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and
correct statement of such proceedings and a full, true,
and correct transcript of my stenotyped notes thereof.

Dated at Fresno, Califormnia, on Thursday, May
20th, 2004.

Erika Banuelos, CSR No. 11621
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Response to Public Hearing Comments, Fresno, April 28, 2004 (Comment PH-F001-022)

PH-FOO01-1
Acknowledged.

PH-FO01-2
Please see standard response 6.23.1.

PH-F001-3

Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the Downtown Fresno
Station option as the preferred HST station site to serve the Fresno
area.

PH-FO01-4
Acknowledged.

PH-F002-1
Acknowledged.

PH-F002-2

Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the Castle Aviation and
Development Center and Downtown Merced as potential HST station
locations to serve the Merced area. All station locations identified in
the program EIR/EIS are “potential” stations. Please see standard
response 2.1.12.

PH-FO03-1
Acknowledged. Please also see standard response 6.21.1 and 6.15.4.

PH-FO04-1
Acknowledged.

PH-FO05-1
Acknowledged. Please see standard response 6.21.1.

PH-F006-1

Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the Truxton option as
the preferred HST station to serve the Bakersfield area.

PH-F006-2

Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the BNSF alignment as
the preferred alignment between Fresno and Bakersfield, the
Antelope Valley as the preferred alignment between Bakersfield and
Sylmar, and the Truxton station option (downtown Bakersfield) as
the preferred HST station to serve the Bakersfield area. Please see
standard response 6.15.4 for more information regarding the
recommendation between Fresno and Bakersfield.

PH-F007-1

Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the Downtown Fresno
Station option as the preferred HST station to serve the Fresno area.

PH-FO08-1
Acknowledged.

PH-FO08-2
Acknowledged. Please see standard response 6.3.1.

PH-FO08-3
Please see standard response 2.35.1.

PH-FO09-1
Please see standard response 2.35.1.

PH-F010-1
Acknowledged.
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PH-F010-2

Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the Downtown Fresno
Station option as the preferred HST station to serve the Fresno area.

PH-F010-3
Acknowledged.

PH-FO11-1
Acknowledged.

PH-FO11-2
Please see standard response 2.35.1.

PH-FO12-1
Acknowledged.

PH-F012-2
Acknowledged. Please see standard response 6.3.1.

PH-F012-3
Please see standard response 2.35.1 and standard response 2.18.1.

PH-FO13-1 (see also PH-FO31A-D)

“Continuous tunnel lengths of more than 12 mi were considered
impracticable, and the crossing of major fault zones at grade was
also identified as a necessary criterion.” (Draft Program EIR/EIS,
page 2-43) Tunnels through the Tehachapi Mountains at freight
gradients (1.2%) would require continuous tunnel lengths
considerably longer than 12 mi and would require deep tunnel
through the Garlock fault zone. (See Draft Program EIR/EIS, pages
2-9 and 2-10.)

Tunnels longer than 12 mi have been and are being constructed in
other countries, such as the Gottard Tunnel in Switzerland.
However, the tunneling criterion for the HST system were developed
for California’s unique geology and seismic conditions, and were

Response to Comments

informed by a number of experts with extensive “worldwide”
tunneling experience.

Additionally, there are other issues that would limit the feasibility of
implementing both corridors, such as the extremely high cost and
environmental impact of building both mountain crossings, and the
adverse impact on passenger travel times and schedule reliability
stemming from the time required for loading and unloading of trucks
and slower operating speeds associated with the heavier freight
loads. It is beyond the scope of the proposed HST and the scope of
this Program EIR/EIS to study providing freight rail or truck service
through the Tehachapis in addition to the proposed HST system.

PH-FO14-1
Please see response to Comment PH-F030-1.

PH-FO15-1

Acknowledged. The co-lead agencies look forward to continuing to
coordinate closely with Native American tribes and will be respectful
of Native American territories and other areas with sensitive
resources. Please see standard responses 3.12.1 and 10.1.14.

PH-F015-2

Please refer to Response 6.3.1. Please also see standard response
3.12.1 and standard response 3.12.2.

PH-F015-3
The Authority and FRA will continue to work with the Amah Mutsun

Tribal Band in all subsequent phases of planning and construction of
the HST system.

PH-FO15-4

Acknowledged. The determination of station names is beyond the
scope of this program-level environmental process. Project-level
environmental studies will be required to determine precise
alignments and station locations.
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Please see standard response 6.10.1.

PH-FO16-1
Acknowledged.

PH-F016-2
Acknowledged.

PH-FO17-1
Please see standard response 2.18.1.

PH-F017-2

Please refer to Response 6.3.1. The relatively large diameters
proposed for the HST tunnels (Figure 2.6-5) provide sufficient cross
sectional area and distance between train and tunnel wall to
adequately minimize the aerodynamic impacts of high speed
operation in tunnels, such as increased energy usage and heat
generation due to air-surface friction.

PH-F017-3
Please refer to standard response 6.3.1.

PH-F017-4
Please see standard response 2.18.1.

PH-FO18-1

The comment restates key points from the growth inducement
analysis, including noting that the HST Alternative would improve
business’ access to labor and markets, and would produce certain
user benefits, such as improved travel time, cost and modal options.
The co-lead agencies, however, respectfully disagree with the
commenter's conclusion that the HST Alternative will “encourage
people to move into the Central Valley and commute greater
distances.” The comment cites anecdotal evidence that “large
amounts of permanent residential development” occurred in the San

Response to Comments

Bernardino Valley and Thousand Oaks due to improvements in the I-
5 and US-101 corridor, which is not germane for analyzing the
potential growth inducement effects of the HST Alternative.
Highway improvements, such as those pointed out by the
commenter, disperse accessibility benefits over a very wide
geographic area — essentially for several miles around any
interchange. The HST Alternative, on the other hand, will provide
very localized accessibility benefits to a limited number of station
sites around the state. For example, between Sacramento and the
Grapevine, there are over 50 interchanges just on Interstate 5; there
are only six preferred HST stations in all of the Central Valley.
Therefore, the co-lead agencies believe that it would be
inappropriate to draw conclusions about the type of growth and
development that might ensue with the HST Alternative based upon
the widely dispersed development patterns that are sometimes
associated with freeway expansion projects. The co-lead agencies
agree with the commenter's suggestion that major transportation
investments can facilitate new growth. However, the commenter
fails to note that the No Project and Modal Alternatives also include
major transportation investments that will increase accessibility
between the Central Valley and Bay Area. The HST Alternative
would not lead to a significant increase in commute accessibility
between Central Valley homes and Bay Area or Southern California
jobs compared to the other system alternatives.

PH-F018-2

Please see standard response 3.15.3. See also standard responses
3.15.1 and 3.15.2.

PH-F019-1
Acknowledged. Please see standard response 6.15.4.

PH-F020-1

Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the Castle Aviation and
Development Center as a potential HST station location to serve the
Merced area. Please see standard response 6.19.1.
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PH-FO21-1
Acknowledged.

PH-F021-2
Please see standard response 2.18.1.

PH-F021-3
Please see standard response 2.7.3.

PH-F022-1
Please see standard response 2.25.1.

The enabling legislation of the Authority does not identify nor
suggest the number of stations for the HST system or specify travel
times. The enabling legislation of the Authority does define Aigh-
speed rail as “intercity passenger rail service that utilizes an
alignment and technology that makes it capable of sustained speeds
of 200 mph (320 kph) or greater.” (Public Utilities Code section
185012(c).)

Response to Comments
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Comment Letter PH-FO023

DENNIS A, CARDOZA WASHING (UN Orrice:
187H DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 503 CANNON Housg OFFICE BUtoing
WASHINGTON, DC 20815

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE (202) 225-6131
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES Qﬂungreﬁ}} of ﬂ]B ®nited Stateg DISTRICT OFFICES: underscore the importance of the Authority’s consideration of air quality benefits as it evaluates
ﬂ?ﬂ use of 3 epresentatives 41;}2'\%%% ;C:;: %EEH the Draft EIR/EIS, particularly in severe or exireme nonattainment regions.
TWHaghington, BE 205150518 et Smeer Sure The Draft EIR/EIS concludes that development, construction, operation and maintenance of the E(I,,""MZ -
(208} 527-1914 High Speed Rail will result in the creation of as many as 450,000 jobs in this state. As a member
45 W Wk AVENUE, S 240 of Congress representing some of the highest unemployment areas in the nation, such as Merced
(@00) 355 6223 County, I believe the potential this project brings for economic development in the Vailey is

especially important. All too often, the Central Valley lags behind economic development and
job growth experienced in other areas of the state. I strongly urge the Authority to adopt a

WRITTEN TESTIMONY Northern Mountain Crossing through Merced County to align with San Jose, with route
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY connections up and down the Valley. This option will best connect the Valley with the other PI-F023-2
DRAFT PROGRAM EIR/EIS PUBLIC HEARING major urban areas of the state and also will bring better economic development opportunities to
the Valley. Additionally, I strongly urge the Authority to incorporate the selection of a Main
CONGRESSMAN DENNIS CARDOZA Repair and Maintenance Facility in Merced County at the Castle Airport, Aviation and
18™ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA Development Center, also known as the former Castle Air Force Base.
| APRIL 28, 2004 The Draft Program EIR/EIS outlines the High Speed Rail system’s needs for a Main Repair and PEH-1023-3
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA Maintenance Facility. The Castle Airport, Aviation and Development Center is an ideal location
for a repair and maintenance facility. It meets the outlined criteria, and carries with it the added
1 appreciate the opportunity to provide comment to the California High Speed Rail Authority benefits of public ownership, available land and opportunities to connect with other rail and air
regarding the Draft Program EIR/EIS. I concur with the Authority’s conclusion that our existing services.
transportation system does not meet California’s current transportation needs, much less the
demands of a growing population. With growth in the state projected to increase 31% by the 1 commend the Authority Board members and staff for their diligent work on the Draft Program
year 2020, and 54% by the year 2035, it is crucial that we act now to meet this states EIR/EIS. 1recognize that there is much work to be done on the document, and that our state’s
transportation infrastructure needs. High Speed Rail offers a common-sense solution to our financial crisis may delay consideration of the bond by the voters. This should not let us loose PELE0234

state’s transportation, congestion, and air quality problems and also provides a vision for our
state’s infrastructure and economic future.

sight of the vision and of our goal, and will hopefully provide the Authority with the opportunity
to further improve the proposal. I appreciate the opportunity o provide my comments and look

forward to working with the Authority on this project.

In particular, High Speed Rail offers great benefits to California’s Central Valley. The Central PrEo

Valley has experienced the highest growth rate in the state in recent years. This trend is expected
to continue well into the future. Although growth in the Valley has brought economic
opportunity, it has also brought with it congestion, poor air quality, impaired travel reliability
and longer travel times, Additionally, the I-5 and Highway 99 corridors provide the major
surface transportation link between the northern and southern parts of the state. As an apex of
this state’s transportation activity, it is especially important for the High Speed Rail Authority to
consider the unique problems and needs of the Central Valley when evaluating the Draft
Program EIR/EIS.

The Central Valley ranks among the worst air quality regions in the nation. The San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control District, with jurisdiction over eight San Joaquin Valley counties,
stretching from San Joaquin to Kern counties, has recently applied for a “bump up” of its air
quality nonattainment status, from severe nonattainment to extreme nonattainment. The extreme
nonattainment designation is shared only with the Los Angeles air basin. A High Speed Rail
system, with links up and down the Valley will help to alleviate our air quality and congestion
problems. I appreciate the Authority’s analysis of air quality benefits and impacts, which
estimate a significant decrease in criteria pollutants with High Speed Rail, and wish to
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Response to Comments of Dennis A. Cardoza, U.S. Congressman, 18th District, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F023)

PH-F023-1
Acknowledged.

PH-F023-2
Acknowledged. Please see standard response 6.3.1.

PH-F023-3

Acknowledged. Please see standard response 2.35.1.

PH-F023-4
Acknowledged.
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Comment Letter PH-F024

STANDING COMMITTEES
AGRICULTURE & WATER RESOURCES

BANKING. COMMERCE s - ¢

T e Talifornta State Senate
CacomaTTES oN HIGHER SENATOR.

o . JEFF DENHAM

NATURAL RESOURCES & WILDLIFE
VETERANS AFFAIRS

VIGE CHAIR . TWELFTH SENATE DISTRICT

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
SENATOR,DENHAMESEN.CA.GOV
weasrTe:
WWW.SEN.CA. GOVIDENHAM

April 5, 2004

Mr. Jospeh E. Petrillo, Chairperson -
High Speed Rail Authority

925 L Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Petrillo:

As you are well aware, transportation is a major issue in the Central Valley and
throughout all of California. Traffic and congestion plague our roads and highways
making it clear that the importance of high-speed rail cannot be ignored.

* As the High Speed Rail Authority progresses in bringing a high-speed rail system to
California, I would like to offer my strong support for the location of a maintenance hub
at the former Castle Airforce Base in Atwater. The Castle Airport Aviation and
Development Center is an excellent site for the maintenance facility. This site is
centrally located to the rail system, has the necessary acreage of land available and the
airport is available for transportation of necessary products for construction and

maintenance of the system.

Additionally, Merced County consistently ranks in double-digit unemployment. The
location of the maintenance facility at Castle Airport Aviation and Development Center is
estimated to create 2,000 full-time jobs for the community in 2 variety of skill sets, Our
community has the labor force available to fill these jobs and putting these people to

work allows for an economic influx into the area.

1 would like to reiterate my support for the location of the High Speed Rail Maintenance
Facility at Castle Airport Aviation and Development Center. This site is a great match
for the needs of a maintenance facility as well as a match for the community.

Sincerely,

O

JEFF DENHAM
Senator, 12 District

PH-F024

SELECT GOMMITTEES.

AR QUALITY IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY
THE CALIFORNIA

CORRECTIGNAL SYSTEM
CALIFORNIA-MEXICO COOPERATION
CENTRAL VALLEY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

JOINT commITTEES

FAIRS ALLOCATION

& CLASSIFICATION

CALIFORNIA'S WINE INDUSTRY

RULES COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
CALIFORNIA EMERGENCY COUNGIL
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF

'STATE LEGISLATURES

COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENTS - WEST

PH-1024-1

ce: Dr. Lee Bogse. I fhajpman.Mesced High Speed-Raib Gommitteaunres
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Response to Comments of Senator Jeff Denham, California State Senate, 12" District, April 5, 2004
(Letter PH-F024)

PH-F024-1
Read under PH-F009. Please see PH-FO09 for response.
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO25

CALVIN M. DOOLEY

207H DisTRICT, CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON OFFICE
1201 LonawoTH Houss OFfice BULDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0520
(202) 225-3341

PH-F025

DEPARTHENT DPERATIONS,
OvensiguT, Nutamon

LIVESTOCK AND HORTICULTURE

RESOURCES COMMITTEE

WATER AND POVIER

implementation will connect the Central Valley to the rest of the state without harming its most

valuable resources.

Congress of the Anited States

e Tousge of Repregentatives Sincerely,
Fresno, CA 93721 Lawmonr, CA 93241
(559) 441=7436 {OFFicE HOURS AS
(800) 464-4294 SCHEDULED]
{800) d64-a234 April 28, 2004 w g %
CAL DOOLEY
. Member of Congress
California High-Speed Rail Authority CD:ge
925 L Street Suite 1425

Sacramento, California 95814
Dear Colleagues:

1 would like to commend the California High-Speed Rail Authority and the Federal Railroad |
Administration for their work in conducting the Draft Program Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) study. This study confirmed that high-speed ~ IH-1025-1
trains are the most attractive option for meeting future inter-city travel demand in our state. The

results demonstrate that high-speed rail promises to minimize highway construction costs and |

reduce pollution, while integrating our diverse communities in unprecedented ways.

As we collectively embark on this first segment of the implementation phase, we must remain
mindful of the Rail Authority’s core objectives: which include maximizing connectivity and
accessibility and minimizing the impact of the high-speed rail to existing economic and natural
resources. The proposed alignment option connecting the City of Bakersfield to the Los Angeles
basin through State Route 58 and the Antelope Valley would best achieve these goals. To ensure |prro2s.
that the maxinmum number of people have access to the rail system, the alignment should include
the Antelope Valley communities of Palmdale and Lancaster. These cities have seen population
growth of 69 and 22 percent, respectively, in the last decade and will continue to experience
significant population growth independent of the high-speed rail. Access to this region is both
logical and necessary. In addition, the State Route 58 alignment will minimize the conversion in
the South San Joaquin Valley of some of the most productive farmland in the world to residential
uses.

The Interstate 5 alignment would leave out the growing population in the Antelope Valley and
will also result in the permanent loss of valuable farmland in Kern County.

Consistent with the Rail Authority’s goal to establish the San Joaquin Valley as the heart of the I
state’s high-speed rail system, I also support an alignment option that accesses key population
and employment areas in the Fresno region. Bypassing the urban centers in the City of Fresno
would be a serious disservice to the critically underserved residents of our valley. I

PH-1125-3

T look forward to working with the High-Speed Rail Authority and the Federal Railroad
Administration in support of this landmark project and I remain optimistic that its future

Printed on Recyoted Paper

U.S. Department
‘ of Transportation
U Federal Railroad

Administration

Page 7-386
P g

CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Response to Comments of Calvin M. Dooley, U.S. Congressman, 20" District, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F025)

PH-FO025-1 through 3
Read under PH-FOO01. Please see PH-FOO1 for responses.
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO26

PH-F026
SN

CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM POSITION
. CITY HALL
April 28, 2004

The Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce reaffirms its support of the High-Speed Rail
Train System for intercity travel in California as the preferred alternative to meet California’s
travel demands. PHF026-1

Based on the analysis done by the California High-Speed Rail Authority, we believe the system
could carry up to 68 million passengers by the year 2020 and link the metropolitan centers of San
Franeisco, Sacramento, Fresno, Los Angeles and San Diego.

The system offers significant environment benefits. The system will create new jobs in
construction, within the passenger and maintenance stations, and in the local economies served.

‘With our central location within the proposed system, Fresno offers an outstanding location for
the Authority’s proposed Central Valley maintenance yard. A decision to select Fresno as the

s . i ! y PH-F026-2
city for the Ceniral Valley maintenance yard M%Z’??fﬁ ’\;zguable to Fresno and the Authority.

2331 Fresno Street © Fresao, CA 93721 © (559) 495-4800 = Fax {559) 495-4811 www.fresnochamber.com
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Response to Comments of Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce, April 28, 2004
(Letter PH-FO26)

PH-F026-1 and 2
Read under PH-FO11. Please see PH-FO11 for responses.
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO27

' W/I7 Nduae 1S . .. PH-F027

O hebalf o= Mag e Hﬁrv% //d///
I/o/ ///46 e wad %67%//5&0/197 Fre
e fecord.

March 30, 2004

Kern Council of Governments
1401 19" Street
Bakersfield CA 93301

‘ Ron Brummett, Executive Director

‘

| ~BearMr—Brommett—

! The City has reviewed the draft Environmental impact Report for the High Speed rail. With

respect to station locations and routes for Bakersfield the City has the following comments:

1. The City Council and the Board of Supervisors has unanimously approved a fere
preferred station location in downtown Bakersfield adjacent to the current Amtrak
station. This preferred alternative was also adopted by the Kern Councit of
Govemments. As such, a final Environmental Document should include this
downtown location as the actual station location site for Bakersfield.

2. With respect to track alignment, any of the various track alignments as outlined in the
Draft EIR is acceptable to the COB as long as it supports gzdowntown station PII-F027-2
location. Fhe prefered

Please note that an extensive study was commissioned by the Kern Councii of Governments to
determine the preferred location for the station. This exiensive study identified the downtown
site as the most desirous location and was unanimously approved by the City and the County.
This study also included an extensive amount of public input and therefore should weigh heavily
on the decision to locate the station downtown.

PII-FO27-3

Please feel free to give me a call at 326-3596 if you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

RAUL M. ROJAS
Public Works Director

CmrranH? Wa,[q‘nj & pa I:WZ alignron
Would loe horppy v worke wf 57%4—[— .
f PWV"‘-JC, /0%5/9/& r/u) w1 #org Tz
Locilitpes and save raoneey

s

U.S. Department
_& ‘ of Transportation
U Federal Railroad

CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY Administration

Page 7-390



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Response to Comments, Raul M. Rojas, March 30, 2004 (Letter PH-F027)

PH-F027-1,2,3,&4
Read as comment PH-FO06. Please see responses to PH-F006.
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO28

PH-F028

Talking Points for High Speed Rail
Public Hearing
Fresno City Council
April 28, 2004

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the EIR/EIS and on the
environmental benefits of the future High Speed Rail Project.

The City of Visalia supports the High Speed Rail Project

- this will be the most significant economic and environmentally
significant project to take place in the next 20 years

- the project has the support of the Visalia community ~CHymg o
- the project has the support of City staff assist through the
process.

Demographic Reason to Support Visalia Location

- 2020 population over 200,000 in Visalia urbanized area

- Visalia is the central hub to Kings and Tulare Counties — 2020
population estimate at 750,000

- Visalia services many outlying communities of Hanford,
Lemoore, Farmersville, Lindsay, Exeter, Woodlake, Porterville,
Selma Kingsburg, Reedley and Dinuba.

- Two major highways (198 & 99) intersect at the proposed
Visalia station site.

- The City of Visalia presently provides regional transit
opportunities

- The City of Visalia has begun discussions with the National
Parks Service to partner on a shuttle service from Visalia to the
National Parks.

- The City of Visalia is a partner in the cross Valley Rail System
— a rail system providing future East/West passenger service
for citizens in the Kings and Tulare County regions.

PH-F028-1

Bul i Cayn, 7

PH-F028-2

Hi.  Environmental Reasons to Support Highway 99/ Union Pacific
Alignment Alternative

- The project will benefit air quality

- The alignment would have minimal impacts on property and
land uses

- There would be fewer environmental impacts overall on
sensitive habitats and w&ter resources

- The City of Visaliafias readily available land for the proposed
station.

- It would support reduced air pollutant emissions and improved
air quality Wil SN SSUL et Ylys MeA o G

- The proposed site is located near the existing Visalia
Municipal Airport, which would potentially reduce the
congestion on highways

- The City of Visalia provides the most centralized site to the
population for increased ridership.

IV.  Economic Reasons to Support Visalia Location

- Visalia station will maximize ridership/revenue potential

- The proposed site has a direct relation to Visalia’s Regional
Industrial Park, Downtown work force, City Transit Center,
regional medical facilities

- The City controls ample property surrounding the site that

PL-I028-3

would accommodate the stati09 angk maintenance facilities, € PASk it

- The Visalia region has a large, affordable housing and Iaé)or
market

- Riders could take advantage of other ancillary services in
Visalia, including hotels, our Convention Center, etc.

V. Closing

Thank you for allowing the time to speak to you today about the
benefits this project would bring to the City of Visalia. As Mayor of
the City, | can tell you that the City of Visalia is ready, willing and able
to partner with the High Speed Rail Authority to facilitate the System’s
presence in the two County area.

City Staffing is presently reviewing the Draft EIR and will be preparing
written comment on the EIR by the August 31* deadline.

PL-I028-4
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Response to Comments of City of Visalia, Mayor’s Office, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F028)

PH-F028-1
Acknowledged.

PH-F028-2
Please see standard response 6.21.1.

PH-F028-3

Please see standard response 6.13.1, standard response 6.14.1, and
standard response 6.15.4.

PH-F028-4
Please see standard response 6.21.1.
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO29

\ PH-FO29
M e ”
ﬂ% Board of
\ COUNTY Supervisors
\
‘ Gloria Coﬂéz]keene
Supervisor, District One
| April 28, 2004
| ;
: California High Speed Rail Authority A
925 L Street, Suite 1425 Deidre F.K
Sacramento, CA 95814 Stipervy
Jerry O‘Bam? i
SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Impact Report Superilsor, D

Dear Authority Members:

1 would like to take this opportunity to show my continued support for the California
High Speed Rail System and the fact that the San Joaquin Valley will be an integral part
of the system. Merced County is especially recognized as a key part of the entire
system.

However, in reviewing the Draft EIR I noticed that the station alternatives mentioned for
Merced County are described only as potential stations, as with other stations throughout
the system. Although there are a number of alternatives for a station stop, it is important
that I communicate the importance of the entire High Speed Rail System in having at
least one station stop located in the County of Merced.

S
>

Your consideration in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Gloria Cortez Keene

District One Supervisor
County of Merced

Striving for
Excellence

— (1 U Department Page 7-394
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Response to Comments, Gloria Cortez Keene, County of Merced, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F029)

PH-F029-1 and 2
Read under PH-F002. Please see PH-F002 for responses.
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO30

FROM * FAX NO. ¢ Apr. 28 2084 12:47PM P1

TRANSPORTATION INVOLVES EVERYONE (TIE)
Central Valley/Sierra Office
P.0. Box 3111
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 7224558

STATEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INVOLVES EVERYONE (TIE) BEFORE THE CALIFORNIA
HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY PANEL HEARING PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON THE DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY FOR A STATE
MIGH-SPEED RATL SYSTEM

APRIL 28, 2004

By way of introduction, Transportation Involves Everyone (TIE) is an awd proponent for transportation reform
in the United States and is an advocate for the concept of high-speed rail in California.

Based on our experience in national transportation trends, we believe there is special importance for any high-
speed rail §ystem constructed in California to be a model for the United States. The experience established by
California will be pervasive in determining if other states enthusiastically embrace hlgh-speed rail of rancorously
turn away from it.

TIE through its predecessor organization, the Yosemite Mobilization C (YMC) extensively participated
with the California High-Speed Rail Commission (HSRC) in carrying out its legislati d. The legislati
mandate was to determine high-speed rail (HISR) feasibility in California, determine compatibility with established
transportation enterprises-such as Amtrak California’s San Joaquins, and produce 2 viable plan for high-speed
il o positively affect the future of California.

The HSRC completed its assigned task on time and within budget, in magor part due to the  Jeadership ofthelate
rail businessman Ed Jordan, a transportation icon at the national level, of f the legi:
mandate also was atiributable to the brilliance of the commission whose bers were ired to have
expertise in individual fields related to the emerging mode of high-speed rail.

While high-speed rail should be a passenger-friendly mode that enables greater public mobility, reduces air
pollution, enhances business and redaces sprawl-it must above all be safe. I high-speed rail , God forbid,
produces multi-casualty tragedies in California, not only will ridership in this state be devasmted but other
states and nations will turn away en masge.

The HSRC governing body, staff and consvitants throughout its final Dec. 13, 1996 report and prospectus for
high-speed rail in Caﬁfbrma adhered :o the prmclple that 200 mph travet dictates special safety requirements.
One of the d in the HSRC final report is that fast, albeit very fast, trains be’
kept distant from heavy, albeit very heavy, freight trains.

Pg. 10of3
Pg, 2/STATEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INVOLVES EVERYONE (TIE) BEFORE THE CALIFORNIA
HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY ON APRIL 28, 2004

PH-F030 ’

FROM : FAX NO. Apr. 2B 2004 12:4g6PM P2

The physics of typically 100-car fieight trains and their usually bulky cargo is that when there is a derailment-as
the Federal Railroad Administration is reporting occurred 2,067 times in the United States last year alone-box
cars, tank cars, locomotives and gondolas tutn sideways.

Tn 1942 in the United States, the average length of a freight rail car was 30 feet.
n 2004, freight rail cars are commonly 60 feet long and some even are 75 feet long.
Both Burlington Northers Railroad and Union Pacific Railroad report that the approximately 105-mile right-of- *

‘way between Bakersfield and Fresno averages 100 feet in width. Under HSRA plans, at Jeast 30 feet would afso
be taken up by high-speed rail trackage and ballast.

Although it bappens infrequently, cango can fly off of passing freight trains as happened whea two pipes rolled
off a flatcar and pierced an Amirak train, killing some of the passengers. Magnitude of such events increases
¢xponentially when the speed of the passenger train is 200 mph, rather than 78 mph,

The freight railroad industry states that up to 10 per cent of the cargo catried aboard its trains in the United
States is chemical i nature and a considerable amount of it is hazardous material, When a tank car derails and
when there is combustion, the fiery mushroom cloud that extends out scores of feet often erupts in less thana
second,

Realities of the risk are exp d in a simple hypothetical iple. A fieight train at 60 mph andahigh-speed
rail train at 200 mph are appromhmg each other from opposite directions starting from 1/4 mile apart. The time
it will take from them to meet is 3.5 seconds. Given that it takes a second for an engineer to react and apply
brakes, there is only 2.5 seconds left to deal with the emergency being caused by the freight train,

I the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) right-of-way were to be selected, for t be Bakersficld and
Fresno there are 15 freight trains daily. Under the HSRA plans, at many times of the day between Bakersfield .
and Fresno every 12 minutes a 200 mph irain would pass by.

Essentially, the public is being told by the HSRA in jis draft plan 10 “prust us”-that crash bartiers can be erected
that would prevent ca.lmmty All too often, government agencies have had to cat those words, but it’s no
corafort to the survivors of those who were killed. With lives of up to 300 people at stake on any given train, the
public is owed more, much shore.

At Monday’s workshop sponsored by the Fresno Council of Governnreats, the HSRA conceded that only the
most minimal discussions have been held with ¢ither Burlington Northern or Union Pacific about using either
right-of-way. However, the plan makes it look as if there has been solid collaboration and research for such co-
location, Tndeed, the ficight rallroads may have concems of their own regarding safety and lability.

Py 20f3

Pg. 3//STATEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INVOLVES EVERYONE (TIE) BEFORE THE
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY ON APRIL 28, 2004
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO30 Continued

FROM = FAX NO. : . Apr. 28 28B4 12:49PM P3

‘We beligve that motivation for the HSRA exposing the traveling public to such great risk is cansed by a wanton
effort to-skirt the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Nationat Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). This dodge is based on the mistaken belief that by being on freight railroad property, environmental
reporting criteria are lessened, Actually, this is not the case. So, the risk of passengers is without purpose.

TIE demands that the California Iﬁgh—Speed Rail Authority re-think co-locating 200 mph trains on freight
railroad right-of way.

‘Transportation Iuvolves Everyone (TIE) is a non-profit public education and policy snalysis organization
active statewide and nationally on rail aud other transpartation issues. )

Page3 of 3
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO30 Continued
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO30 Continued

084/28/2084 14:09 916-442-4873 UPRR GOVT AFFRS-SAC PAGE @2

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

WAYHE K HORIICH! . 915 L Street, Suite 1180
‘Speclal Reprasentatve prere) Storamenty, CA 95914
Patinic (916) 4422800
I I l | Fax (§16) 4424073
Aprit 28, 2004

Kenneth A, Gosting

Executive Director

Transportation Involves Everyone (TIE)
P.O. Box 311

Merced, CA, 45340

‘\
’ Dear|
i This is in response to your letter dated April 27, 2004. Jerry Wilmoth, General
Manager of Network Infrastructure, and | had a conversation with you and indicate that
Union Pacific Railroad has no written agreement at this time with the California High

Speed Rail Authority (HSRA).
| hope this answers your guestions.

WAYNE K. HORIUCH!
Special Representative

CG:  Jerry Wilmoth, UPRR

U.S. Department Page 7-399
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments

Response to Comments of Transportation Involves Everyone (TIE), April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F030)

PH-F030-1

The safe operation of the HST system would be of the utmost
importance. Some of the HST alignment options are adjacent to or
within existing transportation corridors including existing freight
railroad lines. The environmental studies show that constructing the
HST tracks within existing transportation corridors will avoid or
minimize many of the potential environmental impacts. However
desirable, the inclusion of the HST tracks within an existing freight
rail corridor is only feasible to the extent that (1) space is available
within the corridor based on existing and planned uses, and (2)
appropriate separation can be maintained between the HST and
existing freight services (horizontal distance or adequate barrier) to
maintain consistently safe operations. Subsequent project level
environmental review and engineering analysis will include
coordination with existing freight owner/operators, passenger rail
owner/operators, California Public Utilities Commission, and the FRA
to determine a safe solution to the challenges inherent in adjacent
operation of HST and Freight rail traffic.

Please see Response 2.8.1 in regards to the safe operations of the
HST system. Please see standard response 2.25.1 in regards to the
elimination of new alignment options to the east and west of SR-99.
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California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO31A

e
) PROPOSAL FOR DEVELOPMENT

of an

INTEGRATED HIGH SPEED TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR

employing

NUCLEAR ENERGY FOR ELECTRIFIED PROPULSION

by the
HIGH SPEED RAIL AND MAGNETIC LEVITATION
along the

WEST COAST BETWEEN VANCOUVER AND ENSENADA

Presented to

Mr. Mehdi Morshad, Exec. Director
California High Speed Rail Authority
925 L Street, Suite No. 1425
Sacramento, California 95814

Prepared by

Hal B. H. Cooper, Jr.
Consulting Engineer
Cooper Consulting Company
11715 N.E. 145th Street
Kirkland, Washington 98034

For Presentation at the
Public Hearing at the
Fresno City Council Chambers
2600 Fresno Street

Fresno, California
April 28, 2004

PH-F031A

Attachment A to
Oral Presentation

by

Hal B. H. Cooper, Jr.
4/28/04

Public Hearing

PROJECT SUMMARY

It is proposed to develop and implement a new high speed
transportation corridor along the West Coast states of Oregon,
Washingtoh and California with connections to British Columbia
in Canada and to Baja California in Mexico over a 1,600 mile
long route from Vancouver to Ensenada. This corridor will be
for the purpose of hauling freight and passengers by means of
high speed ground transportation via conventional railroad as
wvell as by magnetic levitation. This corridor is intended to
be the first in the Western Hemisphere to follow the
model for integrated transportation, energy and industrial as
well as agricultural development inherent in the Eurasian Land
Bridge corridor concept for economic development now underwvay.

The proposed transportation corridor would be intended to
be built along both conventional railroad lines as well as on
the Interstate 5 freeway right-of-way in Oregon, Washington as
well as California plus immediate connections to Canada and to
Mexico. The technologies to be utilized would be conventional
railroads for passenger service at maximum speeds of 125 to 150
miles per hour for short and intermediate distance trips between
cities with freight transport at speeds of 70 to 90 miles per
hour. Magnetic levitation would be employed for long distance
trips at speeds of 30 to 500 miles per hour so as to be able to
replace airline service in many of th trips along the West Coast
for passengers as well as for high speed express freight cargoes.

The entire railroad transportation corridor would be powered
by electricity to be produced from the presently uncompleted and
mothbalied Washington Nuclear Reactor No. 1(WNP-1) to be restart
for construction. It is.even possible that with increasing traf-
fic loads that the additional uncompleted Washington Nuclear
Reactor No. 4(WNP-4) also at the Hanford Site near Richland,
Washington could also be completed in order to provide electric
power for the integrated high speed freight and passenger corr-
idor along the West Coast. The primary immediate benefit would
be to allow for existing truck traffic along the Interstate 5
freeway corridor to be diverted from road to rail so as to red-
uce roadway maintenance costs.:Also, lower nitrogen oxides emis-
sions from reduced truck traffic in Northern California counties
would facilitate efforts to achieve compliance with ozone limits.

The use of the WNP nuclear reactors at the Hanford Site can
make it possible to eliminate 0il usage as well as air pollutant
emissions with a domestically available energy resource. There
will be modifications to be made in the transmission system con-
nector line from Hanford to Portland to connect with the rail
line corridor to feed the substations along the transportation
corridor. The right-of-way for the transportation can also be
an additional supplement to the main electric transmission int-
ertie along the West Coast between The Dalles, Oregon and Sylmar,
California. Major railroad infrastructure developments will be
needed along the entire corridor with a 32 mile long rail tunnel
through the Tehachapi Mountains the largest single component. It
will also be necessary to build new railroad tunnels under Will-
amette Pass and in the Sacramento River Canyon and the Siskiyou
Mountains along with major new railroad bridges across the Fraser,
Snohomish and Columbia Rivers and at the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta region. Rail.connections will be needed into all airports.

1
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Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued

. ! " . HORIZONTAL KOUTE LOCATION 'S THE PROPOSED WEST COAST RAILROAD CORRIDOR
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Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued
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Horizontal Route Distance from Vancouver in Miles

VERTICAL CROSS SECTIONAL PROFILE OF THE INTEGRATED HIGH SPEED PASSENGER AND FREIGHT RAIL
LINE CORRIDOR ALONG THE WEST COAST IN PARALLEL TO THE INTERSTATE 5 FREEWAY IN THE STATES
OF WASHINGTON, OREGON AND CALIFORNIA FROM VANCOUVER,

Electricity
Transmission
Tower

Electrification
Catenaries

1

Freight
Ratiroad
Tracks

Magnetic
Levitation
Guideways

BRITISH COLUMBIA TO TIJUANA, MEXICO

Electrification
Catenaries

Passenger
Ratlroad
Tracks
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Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued

()55 - 054

LOCATION OF COUNTIES IN THE UNITED STATES IN VIQLATION OF THE NEW FEDERAL OZONE STANDARD

Polluted Air

When the Environmental
Protection Agency
announces tighter ozone + 4
exposure rules on

. Thursday, about 500
counties will be in .
violation of or contribute to
violation of new federal
clean air standards.
Counties shown are on
the E.P.A.’s proposed list
from December.

Ozone Limit -~ 0.085 ppm

9 Counties previously listed.

Céhcéntration (ppm)

'READING FOR ATMOSPHERIC O70NE LEVELS

TTY
TED STATES AND ALONG THE INTERSTATE S5 FREEWAY IN THE PACIFIC COAST STATES

.

M Counties added on the proposed fist.

‘The New York Time

savrke fredd T goer i FGUE f i Makuy

Concentration By Gounty

5, i

sttty EGHTL

Highest Fourth Daily Maximum Eight-Hour 0,

H
i

I
Fieryd o fiadd

1)

OBSERVED VALUES FOR THE FOURTH HIGHEST AMBIENT AIR QUA
ACRQOSS THE UN

BTN I

U.S. Department -
s ———— (‘ of Transportation Page 7-404

‘ Federal Railroad
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY Administration



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued

LOCATION OF THE CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED .BAILROR'D PASSENGER SYSTEM
LS 2in Core System

W coast Route Addon

i San L2
Franciscg oommIm Future Extensions
[ ] Major’ Airport with
Rail Connection
(o] City with Station
for Rail Stop

NEVADA

PROPOSED ROUTE OF THE CALIFORNIZ HIGE SPEE

NTERMODAL FREIGHT RAIL SYSTEM
D

Reno'

. SACRAMERFO L
; X

Roseville

NEVADA

CALIFORNIA

‘Proposed

/' Tehachapi Caliente/
/s /Mounta'in
UTR Railroad .
/'/\. Tunnel Las foa pgd
. ~..
/ ~
K4
Freg ta:f
Curront
Passengor Lines
Rocommended SAN DIEGO
High-Speod Route ‘
®nirport f Stickenburg
. A
‘~ » O" Phoenix
BAJA 'S, ; . Fo¥
{ CaLIFORNIA! s, j ohoenix nsenada .
Ensenada o \.\ ,.a- ) Tucsen
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Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued

SUMMARY FEATURES OF THE STEPWISE PHASED IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR
INCREMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE WESTERN & EASTERN WASHINGTON INTERCITY
CORRIDORS TQ ALLEVIATE THE RUNWAY CAPACITY CONSTRAINTS AT SEA.TAC AIRPORT

‘Western Washington Corridor
Portland-Seattle-Vancouver

Eastorn Washington Corsidor
Seattle-Spokanc & Eastern i

Northern California Corridor
Southern California Corridor

Time
Frame
1996-2000
COLORADO
ARTZONA
NEW MEXICO
2000-2005
o =
15
incn M10go 20052010
Logdsbur
a .{
MEXICO
Benjamin
Hill
2010-2020

{yHermosillc

S Chihuabua

Buy 4 New Trainsats for Service
Build Tukweila Station for Sea-Tac Airport
Construct Prarie Line Bypass Line.
Stert Bellevoe-Tukwila Line
Upgrade Bellevus-Tukwila Line
Mbke Signl & Track Improvements
Start Nonstap Teain Service fiom
Sealtle to Portland via Tukwila
Start Bellevue-Portland Service

Buy 4 Additional Trainscts
Upgrade Pellevue-Tukwila Line
Construet Olympia Connector Line

‘Start up Stampede Pass Line for Freight

Start Sea-Tac Passenger Service for Wenstchee
Start up Stampede Pass Line for Passengers
Make signal & track improvements on Line
Start Yekima River Canyon Line

Start constsuction of Ellensburg-Lind Line
‘Start double.tracking of Lind-Spokane Li

Start second Coast StarTight Trein via Xlamath Falls
Begin second Track Construction in Willamette Valley
Upgrade Existing Trackage from Bend to Kiamath Falls
Begj:lUpdy‘ding of Siskiyou Line fiom Exgene to

Jan
Add second truck to Roscvalde-Redding Main Line

Start Seattle-Ellensbirge-Yakima Service
Stant Sea-Tag Alcpost Rail Connector Construction

Complete construction of Ellensburg-Lind Line
‘Complete construction of Stevens Pass Improvement
Start construction of Stampede Poss new Tunnel
Upgsade signals for Auburm-Li Li

Line from San Jose to Glendale

‘Upgrade Willamstte Pass Line Eugene to Chenult
Upgrade and Rebuild Sacramento Canyon Line
Add second track to Klamath Falls Weed Line:

Make Signal & Track

Start Upggare Bellevve-Snohomish
Line for Vancouver Service

Start Third Main Track on Seallle
to Portland Corrider Line.

Start Double Tracking of Sezitle
to Vancouver Corridor Line

Starl Befleviie Main Terminal

Nonstop Seatile-Vancouver Service

Buy 4 Additional Trainsets
Construct Lake Samish Bypess Line
Rebuild Eastside Rail Line

Start Sea-Tac Al

Double.tsack Stampede Pass access lines

‘Start construction of Renton-Maple Vatley Bypass Line
Complete construction of Lind-Pasco-Moses Lake Line
Complete renovation of Stevens Pass Line.

Start Seattle-Yakima-Pasco Rail Line Service
Complete Sea-Tac Airport Rail Connector Construction
Begin Improvements 1o Idaho and Montana Rail Line

Add second main track to Eilensburg & Lind
‘Add sccond Main Track to Moses Lake-Lind-Pasco Line
Start direct il service from Sea-Tac Airpart to Moses

i A Spokene Adrport

Complete Third Main Track fiom
Seslile to Portland Carridor

Complete Double Tracking of the
Seallle to Vancouver Corridor

Expand Track and Signal Upgrading

Complete construction of Stampede Pess Tunel

Stact rail passenger service to Pullman

Extend rail passenger service to Cocur fAlene,
‘Sandpoint, Bonmers Ferry and Whitefish.

Continue improvements to Idzho and Montana Rail Line

c ion of

Expand Nonstop

Maple Valley Bypass

‘Start Eastside Railsond Tunnel Line

Fult High Speed Rait Operation Incresse fo Full High Speed Rail Operation
150 mil for Passe i Passcnges Servi

90 miles/h ight Servi for Freight Serviee

Begin C ion of Siskiyou Mountsin Tunnet
Begin Construction of Tehachapi Mountain Tunnel
4dd second track throvgh San Joagrin Valley Line

Complete Reconstruction of Siskiyon Line Route
Camplete Consiruction of Sacramento Canyon Line
Compiete Constsuction of Siskiyou Mountain Tunnel
Camplete Construction of Tehachnps Mountain Tunnel
Complete Reconstruction of the Coest Line Route

Inceass fo Full High Speed Rail Opcration,
180 milesthour for Passenger Servics
90 miteshour for Freight Service

U.S. Department
of Transportation
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Administration
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Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued

OBSERVED VARIATIONS IN TOTA TRUCK TRAFFIC VOLUMES AUONG THE WEST COAST ROUTE!

Tethbridgg
vaacou . BRITISH RN ' BN
COLUMBIA ‘\ALBERTA
_.‘_i -
- . Shelby
EQUIVALENT ENERGY CONTENTS OF NUCLEAR MATERJALS STORED AT THE HANFORD AND PANTEX SITES o WASHINGTON O g;iit
1ensurg O Qguperior s
- spbkane
Missoula ¢4Helena
CATEGORY ELEMENT UNITS HANFORD SITE PANTEX PIANT TOTAL AMOUNT Q
Material Plutonium Ibs 43,800 240,000 283,800 ‘Yakima Q IDAHO MONTANA
Uranium 1bs 12,364,700 1,600,000 13,964,700 : Kelso asco \ Bi 11i B
Tritium Ibs 1,500+ 0 1,500+ Vancouver, aeemjmsm-m =l
Portlandf \lsre:m. =5 pendidton Bozeman
Total lbs 12,410,000 1,840,000 14,250,000 Ny %
" bSalen
Energy Plutonium QB 2 8 10 a1fanyl
I Uranium QBtu' 128 55 483 Eufenel YRedmondgpiario
- | pe 1, DCaldwell
Tritium Q Bru’ 340 o 540 . (Benqd ige
Total QB 910 63 1,033 LF oseburl;  OREGON WYOMING
Petroleum® Plutonium M BbI? 268 1,136 1,404 . ccfate llo
Equivafent) '
(Bt Uranium M Bbi? 75,765 9,736 85,501 Redfor Burleyd :
. L Klamath
Tritium M Bbl2 95,591 0 95,591 Mpdford wy HNri77g &
Totat M Bbl? 171,624 10,872 182,496 vrexal) !

2
Weed Winnemucy
',

Redding id

Red

N NEVADA
Bluff

RTINS Te——

sackamentofd P

Ozak1xxd ‘

san(y
Francisco

San JO
»!

St George

Truck Traffic Volume ARIZONA

-20;000-40,000_ .
: _15,000—20,000/1;
-12,500-15,00'0/133
B 0, 000-12,500/Day
ENERER 7 ,500-10,000/Day
M 5, 000-7,500/Day
P 2,500-5,000/Day
e 1,000-2,599/Day

E JPhoenix

@V
BAJA . -
CALIFORNTA § "“'=ee
"~

13 .
e———= Other

Federal Railroad
Administration

— (1 U Department Page 7-407
(™M

CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued

m

LIGHAT FREQUENCIES BY ORIGIN-DESTINATION FOR THE SEATTLE-TACOMA AIRPORT

Geographic Intercity Distance Operations Percent
Region Corridor Miles Flights/Day of Total
Western Seattle-Portland 160 181 19.1
Washington :
. Seattle-Vancouver 130 74 7.8
Seattle-Bellingham 90 30 3.1
SubTotal - 285 30.0
Eastern Seattle-Spokane - 280 46 4.8
Washington
Seattle-Yakima 140 40 4.2
Seattle-Wenatchee ‘150 24 2.5
Seattle-Tri Cities 200 19 2.0
Seattle~Pullman 290 10 1.1
Seattle-Moses Lake 170 g 0.8
Seattle-Lewiston 310 5 0.5
Seattle-Walla Walla 205 2 0.2
SubTotal - 154 16.1
California Seéttle-Bay Area 800 118 12.4
Locations '
Seattle-Los Angeles 1,050 67 7.1
Seattle-Sacramento 750 £l 0.¢
Seattle-San Diego 1,200 6 0.6
SubTotal - 200 21.0
Total Other Cities - 237 24.9
Cities
Other Flights - 74 11.0
Totzl Flights - 950 100.0
14

MAJOR AIRLINE ORIGIN-DESTINATION FLIGHT FREQUENCY PATTERNS IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

Vancouvergs

Puliman

10

Lewiston

Yakima

Boisel

Numbers are Reported in Flights per Day
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Response to Comments

Comment Letter PH-FO31A Continued

PROPOSED ROUTING OF THE HIGH SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR NETWORK TN CALIFORNIA
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. 0

PROPOSED RAILROAD LINE ROUTING THROUGH THE SACRAMENTO RIVER CANYON

sazen y N
5

LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED RAILROAD TUNNEL THROUGH THE SISKIYOU MOUNTAINS.
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